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ro the danger of a curious cenſure,thes not {utisfie the-deſires 'of your Ladpe 
Jbip and thoſe other - worthy Friends and - Relations of yours; to whom 1am 
fo much obliged, or be wanting in ths ue re/prefs whicl$ ow co-rheMemory 
of him that'merited the tongue and pen of a fanbenter'Oratdr i; "by that inal 
his publick DA IN ſo much PierÞ* and 'Obedlituce to Gods 
{ommanis, ſo mach Loyalty to his Lawful Soveraigne, \f0-" much Religious 
care to beep a' ſpotleſs and undcfiled Conſcience, ſo much tender love and re< 
Jpe to the welfare of bis Brethren: and fellow Citinets, that-was ſ0.24Jous 
10 preſerve the City fron being Rained with the indeltile Wind: everlafihgves 
famy of Sacred Royal Bloody" certainly he and "bis ations deſevurt w he 
preſented to the World by ſome ſuch elsquent Tongue, aud accurate Paws 
- that of St. Bafil the great, whom Eraſmus calleth the Chriſtian, Demoſt> 


henes for his rare and almoſt unpatalleld eloquence ; noxe but an Apelies + - 


might draw the Pitture of Alexander the great, nor ay carve bis Statiie , 


but Lyfippus, as Plutarch telleth us. It was Livies opinion that none "was A 


& feudin- 


fit to praiſe Clcero but another Cicero; traly.be had need be'a- very Shiifad dum -Cicero- 


"Artiſtthit draweth tbe (pi ure of this worthy Riight in bis'due Lintaments o 
and Proportions ; here Thbe given the#orld but a thdc: dongle, yer:ſch 
as it is I bring 10 your Ladiſhip both for Patronapge and Atceptince,” not : 

doxbting but that you to whom the original was ſo dear, will moſtwil- 

tingly embrace the Copy ; whatſoever is wanting 10 i #8 5hill aud work- 
man Ps is made up 4n the workmans honor and affefionate Reſpefts to- 

watds bim whom #t 1epreſtnts, -and thoſe towhom hewas yelated®'; and 'b 
Lope thht as the Diamond commnas the Ring, and makes '1t bye .precionsy 

ſo this bomiely piece fh1b-frade the: better abceptation both .witit'youy ſfof and 

others, for his ſake that is the Subjeft of it, who was a pticioks jewel 

indeod. Some perhaps will accuſe mzof Hyperbolizing, and ſay I have gi- 

va him too muchz and ſome it may be will think I have ered in the woreds 
| | an 
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i pm could do no foe CIS 
dbndif i 


eto > dealRigh- 
al Epieg f | bad con- 
—_— the world gpbich was ſo real ip him, ang [0 profitable to be 
communicated ito others; Here Thaw given a type Charafher opt of the ſacred 
Oracles +. hs God, both of the wiched-whom be bates, aud of the righteous 


along by, have Theoefbepyl the f fatal diſappointment of the one, and 
the certain and bleſſed R of the other, and nd beve ſe fo dith b tiewnk s 


Gods Free Grace (for I deſire to ſet the Grown por py ayer head but that 
in making this worthy Knight an eminent example of the Latter x Wow if i= 
ther the Preaching or Printing of theſe few Meditations, or the laudable 


a—_ hin that Tos them, bath or por tual ſtir up any (0 
nf lh fe _— 


Text teacheth 
| & 


= 


eealed 1 


ju or po 1. 


Eres ara bt nth * 


py nn oy png COT UP rok 
any us the P, to bring you into eat ſelf, 1 ſhall 
par: xn rinks that you would not be over indulgent to Pex- 

thoughts that it bath pleaſed God to take ſo dear <Huſ- 


. band from 10; butirather let it be your comfort, aud joy that Gad was plea- 


ac meineyy gre A np eoiio you to the 
#ngoyinent of himſplf'; _ ood God hath done by bim, and now 
bat good God bath' us big and let theſe be Lenitives to aſſwage you; 
Brief 33f God was ſo goed as to make bim righteous, and now ſo merciful as 
teamahe bim pioriows, Jauheve greater cauſe of thankfalneſs, then ſadue(s ; 

uf 6t were geſbible for you vow to ſee the bappineſi which yow bave good rea» 
fon tobelervue he enyayeths. ods bleſſed viſion of God, it would turn all diſe 
cirtents buto H alte lmgabs aud Songs of Thank ſgjuing. R-fleth nat then ſo 
284th upon your own loſs as we g4ity and e the wonderfull love of 
Gods who bath takin away a mortal band from yous one that you knew 


1A _ endbhath gives wmſelf tobe your husband: who is immortal: and 


liveth for ever.; be hath no reaſan- to complaine. that Loſetb) the comfort 


+ of ©: {rentute.y andheops ſure Peſeſ5i08. of God the C12ator; be Cn 


Quid.nen ha- want. u0 camfert that wants not God z what bath not be that bath God 
Ber, qui haber who hath all things ? TheLord. of his infiule geod neſs make up this earthly 
—_— om- laſs 10:your Ladiſbip, with abundance both of Spiritual and Temporal Bleſ- 


W. 


L 


ſougs hon all the living branches of that dead root, butt eſpecially with « 
mare full enjoyment of himſelf «na bis $8 Feſus Chriſt, and the Spirit of 
mew bu the communications of” Giece here and i ſeaidens, Gino | 
Soe;prayeth EN 
Novemb. 15. Madam, Your Ladyſhips humble. :. 
366k Serant in the Loxd Jeſus, : 
GEORGE SM FLOOD. 
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The wicked mans ſad diſappointment, 
CT i akd ., Rs 


an 
The righteous mans ſure recompence. 


PROVERBS 11.18. | 
Th: wicked warkethb ad ceit/nl works, [nt .o him that 
ſ.wath righteouſs-ſs, (ball be.a ſure 10019, 
= His Booke of the Proverls is 
made 'up of Divine A pho- 
JU] 7 iſwes and ſhoit Seatences, ew a 
Gl yp bica ( as one of the Anci- > ,,,, 
"Ad. cots ſaith, vpon anotter 0. ca- ueydany & 
WM fion) are very ſhort., if you *xole 7iv 
-OCIpEDD meaſure the words z but full 37x», y 
of ſpiritual egirgys and Scul-ſaving Vertue ; lik. Te poes, 
alittle body ful! of ſpirits, or like juycy cluſters of "%* 
Graptsfilled withrhe nodlefſt liquour, and ready to 
Lurſt forch with new winc. Here are Heavenly 
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| 
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 fedGodto ufe him'as one of his 


 - Thewicked mans ſad aiſopporntment, 
Apophthcgmes firfor all occaſions, for all-perſans, 
for T aQfons. Here are comforts for the poor, 
counſels for the rich, inftruQi ons for the ignorant, 
correRions for the obſtinate, wholſome precepts 


and precions promilcs, CharaQers both of good 


and bad, matrer forall ro work upon. 
-- It was-pend by Solomer, who bimſ(cif was a Pro- 
xerbfor his wifedom; a man though rot withour 
great failings, ro ſhew that the Saints hate their 
auneuples, their fainting-fits, their imperfcAions 
and aberrations as well as others 3 and we muſt ex- 
peR noabſolute perfetion in thoſe that dwell in 
houſes of clay. Yet he was one. in whom much 
matter ofgreat worth and excellent knowledge was 
ſhucup and contained. The Holy Ghoſt ſaith, He 
ſpoke of trees, from tbe Cedar-iree that is in Lebanon, 
even wnte the Hyſop 1hat ſpringeth out of thewall; He 
ſpake [alſo of neue, and of Fowls, and of cre(ping 
things, 81d of Fijhes,and here came of all people to hear 
the wiſcdome of So'omon. 1Kings 4.33, 34 .lt plea- 
anuepſes orDi- 
vine Penmen of holy, VVritz and {o notwithſtanding 
his failings, beis to be reckoned inter 84n07os Dez, 
among the holy Ones of God. For Saint Petey rellech 
us, #hat Prophejie came wt in old time by thewill of 
wan, but holy men of God'ſpake au they were moved by 
the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Pct, te 21. ſo then he was one of 
thoſe holy men that were 86rywsu inſpired of God 
himſelf, and guided by bisſpirit, 

And thiseminently wiſe man like a careful Phy. 
fician, hath in this Book as it were piled one upon 


another 
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of all troubles and diſtrefles, with ſhort inſcripti- 
ons upon each of them, that any man, without 0» 
verburthening his memory, may eaſily lcarn a com» 
pendious and ſudden cure for every particular 
malady, and find a Cordial :o revive and comfort 
his heart in any fainting fit whatſoever. 


Theſe words which I have choſen for the ſubje& 


of my diſcourſe upon this occaſion, like moiſt of 
the reſt;haveno dependance atall upon the former, 
but are in themſelves two abſolute divine {ſentences 
or doArines, as contrarics one to another, as the 


. perfons they ſpeak of, and fo they adde luſtre each 
. to Other. For contraries placed together make one 4/6. 
another more apparent. | 


- Now here is an Antithefis or oppoſition between 
the ſtate of the wicked, and the ſtate ofthe righte- 
ous, ſhewing the vaſt difference between the one 
and the other in their reſpective concluſions or fi- 


| nall events, or the iſſue and refultof both their 


works. | | 
- x Thewicked mans work how: proſperons:and 
happy ſoever it ſeems for the preſent, yer at laſt 
it proveth vain, and deceirfull; For #he nicked, 
6, 
E 2. The righteous mans work,what ever outward 
evils accompany ir for the preſent, yer in the end it 
proveth moſt bleffed and ſucceſsful. For tahims ihat 
ſoxeth, &c, 
* Thus this world is like a common field, where 
both good andbad have groundto work upon. Bur 
. .-S 2 


the 


| another boxcs ofMcdicines for all diſeaſes, & cordi- 
als to comfort and chear up pious ſouls inthe midſt 
es 


atrarna juxte 


poſita mag®' 


the wicked ſow ſuch bad ſeed, rhat ir brings forth 
- nothing but briars ani bramblzs, it is all. over- 
G grown with thorns,and retclcs coler the facethere- 
figs ſh pa. Of, as it 18 faid of the field of the- fl >rhful, and the 
/ Tierus 7cutis, Vineyard of the man void of underſtanding, Prov, 
Virgil. 24.30,31.And ſothe wicked work tonogocd pur- 
poſe, but loſe all the fruit they exp; Red, and are 
nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is ro be burned, Heb. 


6. 8. | 
For as the work is falſe which thcy do,(God bid- 
ing them do onething, and chey doing auo:herz he. 
commanding rhem to ſow to the ipirir, and they 
{owing tothe fleſh :) ſo it:proveth a work of falſe. 
hood to themiſclves alſo,wholly fruſtrating their ex- 
| 2Qation, for it is a 4 ce:t/ul work. 
* TRUMP leis in the Original the work of a Hye, or a lying 
| wo. &, The work of a wicked man tellech him a 
moſt notorivus lye; for ir promiſeth him good ſuc- 
ceſs, and he thinks his happireſs is placed 1n ir; he 
ge "*i- hugs and applauds bimſelf io his politick enterpri- 
paulo domi, Tes, as the coverous man in the Poer did in his 
Horar, heaps of money, though all the people were ready 
. to hifsat:him.Asthe Propher ſpeaks of the oppreſ(- | 
ſors in histime;iHe ſacrificeth unto his net, and burn- 
ethircenſe unto bis drag, becauſe by them his portion s 
fat, and his meat plentcous. Habak 1. 16, How many 
ſuch fiſhers have fithed in our-troubled waterc, and 
thou2hr'themſelves the wiſt ſt and beſt men in the 
Land? Thus the wicked-mans work makes a fair 
ſhew in the beginning, nay pethaps it hath a very 
hopeful prozrels for a loig time z for the Taberna- 


cles of robbers may proſp<r,and they that pogokes 
G God 


. God, may be ſecure, into whoſe hands God ma! 
bring abundantly, 706 12.6. but at laſt it bringet! 
nothing but woe and miſery, and ſoall his devices 
failand vaniſh into noth ng, they becomea meer 
Jye, and there isno truth in them, 

But the rightcous ſowe the pure corn of righ- 
reoulncſs, which therefore proveth tincere alſo, 
and true to their hope : 4 deceiveth not: their ex- 
p-Ratio:, but briageth forth rhe harveſt of a plen- 
tifull reward, which is reaped in Hcaven,though it 
were ſown upon earth. | 

So then; theſe words contain two remarkable 
diſpenfations of divine providence.  ' | 

I. The wicked mans ſad diſappoi. tment, after all 

his tedious toil and labor inthe works of iniquity : 
he works a deceitfull work. 
- 2. The righteous mans bleſſed ſacceſt, aſter he 
hath latoured in the work ot che Lord, and paſſed 
thraugh many difficu'tics; he loſcth not his la- 
bor,.. he ſcattcreth not his ſeed invain : Fer is him 
that ſoweth, &c. | 

I ſhall nor ſpeak much to the firſt of theſe, viz, 
The wicked mans (ad d\ſappiintment , but onely to 
warnyou to take heed of his ways: For it is not 
ſo {utable to-our preſent occafion,' ſave anely to 
ſcrve as a foil tor the latter, He, whoſe Funeral 
hath miniftred the occaficn of this diſcourſe, was 


h#, WY 


one,bleſſed be God,whofe heart was made of a'bct- g,,,;,. we 
ter mould ; therefore I ſhall handle the firſt part jrzirprecordia * 


more briefly. 6-19 | 
1, And firſt let us conſider the quality ornature 


of che perſon, He is a wicked man, + | F 


according to 'the principles 'of corrupt nature 
without any real chavge of his ſtate and conditi- 
on; one that yer hath never received any true 
life of Grace from Jeſus Chriſt the Fountain of 
life, bue lieth ill in his natural unbelict and hard- 
neſs of hearr, and i altogether dead in treſpa 
and fins 3 thatis, 2 £.) 

I, He isdeprived of Spiritual life, per peccatwm, 
by fin, as the means or inſtrunient: fin inthe firſt 
Adam wounded him to death, * 
' 2. Propter peccatum, for fin, as the meritorious 
or impulſive cauſe, for which God moſt juſtly'de- 
priveth him of life. | 

3. He i dead in fin, that is, he is fo devoted, 
addicted, and wholly given over to all ungodly, 
unrighteautsy, and ſinful ways and ptaRices, fhat 
a dead min may as ſoon return to life, as he can be 
diverted and turnedaway from his impiety and ini- 
quity. Helieth in fin likea dead man in a grave, 
turning more and more daily to rottenneſs and 
putrefation 3 and fo walketh according to the 
courſe of this world, according to the Prince of 
_- the power of-theair, the ſpirit that now work- 


eth in the children of diſobedience , Epheſ. 2:2. ; 


waking proviſion for the f-ſb, to fulfil the luſts there- 
ef, giving neither God nor man his due, but be- 


having bimſelf irreligioufly and profanely towards 


God,unjuſtly and uncharitably towards his neigh- 
bor, unholily and impurely towards himfclf,run- 
ing into all exceſs of rior. He that liveth in the 
conſtant praRice of any, of all theſc evik, is truly 
fe denominated 


A wicked wah is one that fiverk as he was bory, 


—_ 
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denominated a wicked man, anungodly; tincigh- 

rcous, unclean liver. Ee hs 
2. Conſider his aQion ; he worketh; wickedneſs 

is an operative Principle, and the word Yo" fig- 90" 

nifieth turbulent; ſedirious, unquiet, aud reſtfeſs, as 775*7ens, 

well as wicked. For wicked menare of vnquiet, — has 

troubleſome ſpirits, like the croubled Sea that Turbulent in 

cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt forth mire and dirt: *<Commen- 

TP . ' 9 uni: 

they are without peace in themſelves, therefore lcd in all 

thoy ſeek to moleſt and diſturb others ; like- fire tings. . - 

they are ſtill breaking ont into one combuſtionor 

other, Saint Jude callcth wicked men raging waves 

of the Sea, foaming ont their own ſhame. Now 

nothing is more reſtleſs then the waves of the Sea, 

they cannor forbear tumbling and toſhi'g, if there wuaraZyga 

tesny wiad flirring.. He calleth them wandring 0az00ns, 

Scars, Plancts 3 not properly ſo ca!led,for no Stax; 45% 7aa- 

watd:r leſs then they do, The Planets in them- rire4 ud, v: 

ſ-les havecertain ſtated motions, and do kcepthe 

juſt points of their Compals ; The Sar Enoweth he 

ectng dew, Pal. 164. 414 the Moon is a faiibful 

witneſs 1n Heaven, kteping its conſtant courſe from 

one ſign of the Zodiak to another ; and thcy have 

the nameof Planets,nor from their own raturc,bur 

ſrom the judgement of ſence, becauſe they are nov 

carried about the whole circuir of the Heavens, 

but ina ſhorter Orb and courſe, But now impro- 

pzrly, there are othcr wandrivg Scars, which are 

not Stars indeed, but onely dry exhbalations in- 

flamed, which glare mich, and: deceice the eye*, 4, 9. 

with appearance of. light , but ſoon vaniſh and gzq;, Ari- 

are quenched, Theſe Ar:ſtote calſcth Mn : 

an 


* 


j 


and gliding Scars, which are nothing elſc bot; fiery 
meteors glancing and ſhooting. Such. Stars arc 
wickcd men; they have ſometimes an appearance 
of lig hr, as if they wcre true'Stars, bur they are 
| but gee, things which appear what they are 

-nor, fiery meteors 3 and as th-y are various and un- 

certain intheir mctioos, ſometimes moving this 

way, and ſometimes thar, ſothey are rcſ'cſs in 

their motions, «ll they are quite extinguiſhed, a-d 

put out. For ſuch is the nature of wicked .men, 

that they will be working, though it be © yy 

z5gyw, 4 fruitleſs work to no purpoſe. The corru- 

prion of their heart isa reſtleſs evil, ſtill breaking | 

out ufon every occaſion, making men commit ſia 

with both hands greedily » drinking in iniquity 

like water, and drawing on fin with*cords of vani- | 

ty 3 as the Prophets phraſc is, Nut ſeffering mer: | 

to ſleep, but canſing them to deviſe in quity, ani nork | 

* evil upon their lec's, and put i; in p,att.ce when the 

morntng ts light, becauſe it # in he poner of their 

hands to de it Mich. 2.1, ſo Prov. 4.16. it is ſaid 

of wicked men, They l:-p n0f except they have done | 

©: 6 106 aliqui miſchief, andtheir ſl ep is taken away, wnleſs they cau/e 
nocuiſſes, mor» ſerneto fall 5 nay, it is a kindeof death toth:m; not 


 tuuseſess todoevil, Hating eyes full of adultery, and that can- 


gg ,. Pot ceaſe to ſin, 2 Pet. 2,14. the very ſight of their 
%, 5, eyesisturned as it were into adulterious glances, 


dAAE Tegves ST : <pxt : 
& " Drs as Plutarch wittily cxpreſleth ic : this is the genius 


£«01y, Pla-/and natural diſpoſition of wick<d men z like S;tan 
tarch, the god of the world, they arc circumambulators, 
they are going to and fro in the earth, and walking 

up and down in it, compaſſing Sea and Land i 

"ys | © -make 
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: ana the righlecus mans ſure recompence. 
make one proſelyte, as Chriſt ſairh of the Phariſces 
andit is molt true of the Jeſuirs, thoſe buſje Factors of 
A-rtichrilt, who. are like Flies, buzzing in every corners 
and ſeeking to bring in their erroneous opinions, and (u- 
periiicious practices. Thus the wicked man is ftill work- 
ing - ſothe Hebrew word being a participle of the pre- 
ſent Tenſe, notes a continued a&, | without any, or not 
with much intercuption. | e 

- 3 Let us examine the vanity and folly of his work ; 
God knoweth he is doing to very little, or no purpoſe, as 
to his owfrgood : forit is a lying or deceitful work, and 
that in divers reſpe&s, . -- | 


I In refpeC of Satan, the principal. efficient cauſe of | 


It, who is the father of lyes, thegrand impeſtor that de- 
ceives the whole world, that hath his yojuezz, bis ſophi- 
Rical reaſonings, and crafty devices; his u«9ed#ias, wiles, 
methods, and fratagems ; his f«0n, depths that afe un- 


ſearchable, whereby he gulls and deceiveth the poor fouls. 


of men, thar like filly birds are caught in his ſnares, or 
like brute beaſts, are carried captive by him at his will, 

2 The wicked worketh a dcceitful work, in reſpect of 
the fountain from whence it floweth; namely, the 
heartof man, which is deceitfol above meaſure, avd de- 
ſperately wicked ; a meer ſupplanter, propounding evil 
under the appearance of good ; full of deceirfu] reaſon- 
in2s, and carnal policies, The Apoſtle calleth the lnfis 
of the heart '«7:0uuias 4nd T5, luſts of deceit, or deceit- 
ful luſts, by a familiar Hebraiſm. Epheſ, 4.22, 

3 Thework of the wicked is deceitful, becan'e at laſt it 


always.meets with fruſtration and diſappointment, Pia), 


7-14, Behold, he travaileth with intquity, and hath con- 


' ceived miſchief, and brought forth falſhood, There ws ne- 


verany wicked worker yet, that did not befool and 'de- 


ceive himelf in the concluſion ; and ſelf deceit is rhe . 


worſt deceir. 


\ 1 The wicked worker promiſeth himſelf joy and com- 


fort,but God on a ſodaiv tvrreth all his joy into moury- 
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ing : he feedeth-him with wormwood, and giveth him 


waters of gall rodrink, In the midſt of bis mirth there 
appeareth a hand-writivg ag-ioft him, which Rrikes bim 
withtrembling, and filleth him with horcor avd amaze- 
ment, aSit did Belſhazzar, 
- 2 He promiſeth: bimſelf peace, ſafety, and ſecurity ; 
he ſaith in his heart, I ſhall be a Lady for ever; 1 am, 
and none elſe beſides me ; I ſhall not fit as a widow, nei- 
ther ſhall I know the loſs of children; this was the vain {| 
confidence of Babylov, 1/4. 47.8, And (© it ts of the _ | 
carnal man; he truſts in his own heart, his own wiſdom {| 
and policy, and makes fleſh his arm, bur departs from the 
living God, and thinks his monntain ſtands ſo tropg, 
that it ſhall never be moved, But God ſaith, There is no 
prace to the wicked; nay, when he ſaith peace and ſafety, 
then ſodain deſbruttios cometh upon him, as pain wpon a wo- 
2141 itt travail, ard he ſhall not eſcape, 1 Thel, 5.3. loan 
hour when he thinks not, the Lord cometh, ard bring-. 
eth upon him that which he leaſt feared , l2ying-unto 
him as hedid to Babylon, Theſe two things (hall come to 
theein @ moment yin one dayithe toſs of children & widowhood; 
they ſhall come mpox'thee in their perfeftion, Ia, 47 9. 
Wicked men, like Sa/, whileſt they ehink by carnal 
means to make rheir peace, pluvge themſelves deeper in- 
to miſery : and when they aro in the very height of cheir 
proſperity, rhey are ſodainly caſt down into ap aby(s of 
adverſity, never to riſe again, Plal,73.19,20, How ar: 
they brought into deſolation as in a moment ? they are utterly 
conſumed with terrors. As adream when one awaketh 3 (0 
O Lord, when thou aw-ueſt, thou (halt deſpiſe their image, 
2 The wicked worker (1f perhaps at any time he think 
npon death) dares promite himſelf comfort in that alſo, 
and eternal happineſs after death ? bur be deceiveth him- 
felf , he ſhall find death ro him the king of terrors, and 
ſhall meer with nothing after it but rorment and miſery, 


the'worm- that never dyeth, and the-fire that is never | 
quenched, Ir is ſaid of the hypocrite, that his hope _ 
. & | | periſh, 


periſh,. Whoſe hope ſhall be cut oF, and whoſe truſt ſhall be 
a ſpid:rs web, Job 8:13.14, All that an hypocrite hopes 
for at his death, ſhall come to nothing : he ſhall find that 
all chis while he bath been in a goldendreamgthat he bath 
been as one that is hungry, who dreams heis eative, bur 
when he awakes his ſoul isempty, He ſhall find that all 
kis lifetime he hath beer weaving Spiders webs, which 
is a work of curioſity, but nor fit for clothing, or any 
other ule, Therefore as the Spider eviſcerates her ſelf,and 
weaveth her web out of her own bowels.; and when ſhe _ 
hath ſpent her pains, her work is fic for no uſe but to 
catch Flies ; and whenthe houſe is cleanſed, ir is ſodainly 
7 ſweptaway, andperiſheth s So wicked men toil and la- 
} bor, andconſame their very bowels forthe enjoyment 
of theſe outward things 3 and their hope and truſt is in 
their own duties, gifts, (irength, and wealth: but when 
deaih cometh, all theſe are {wept away from themz yea,-. 
they themſelves are ſwept away with the beſome of de- 
ſruQion, like ſo many uſeleſs cobwebs ; and their hope 
proveth no better thenaSpiders web, 

Nay, which is wosfe then- death, the ſequel of death 
is unſpeakable miſery ;. he 18 loth to dye, but he cannot 25:5 prima pel- 
eſcapCit: the firſt death driveth his foul, whether it will 1;t animan: no- 
or No, out of the body, and the ſecond death will keep {ee cor- - 
his ſoul, 'wherher ic will or no, -in the body, as Saint on -4 
* Angnſtine expreſieth it g for his body, which hath been ,,;,..,, 1... 
acompanion with his ſoul in fin, ſhall. be a ſbarex.with it :c- i corpore. 
10 torment, and ſo his hope periſheth for ever. Avguſt; 

Thus the wicked worketh a deceitful work mmdeed, Ma- 
licia maximam partem veneni ſus bibit, wickedne(s drink- 
eth upthe greateſt part.of its own.poiſon 3; and the wick- 
ed man is like the Waſp, for with his ting he offends 
others, buc much more himſglf; for he leaveth behinde 
him, and that for ever, both his Ring and his Airength, 
and brings himſelf at laſt by his wicked works, to the ' 
ryine of body and ſoul toeternity,.. * 

O take: kegd: of mp upon apy/ Wicked. work 7c, 
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whatſoever with _ of ſecurity or impunity : medd'e 
not with that which will ſo groſly deceive yop, You 


have ſeen in theſe unhappy times, what the end of wick- 


edneſs hath been; how much they delifded themſelves, 

how ſodainly and ſadly tro themlelves they were diſap- 

pointed of theic hopes, God wiraculovſly turned the 

wheel upon them,and their miſchief returned upon their 

own head, and their violent dealing came down ppon 

their own pate. This hath been always Gods method ; 

He hath left us examples of his vindicative jviſtice ppon 
vyrighteous men, to befor our admonition, What did 

Achitophels wicked policy, who was eſteemed as an ora- 

cleof God, come roat laſt > when heſaw that hjs coun- 

ſel was undervalued, he went home ina diſcontent, and 

hanged himſelf. God ſuffered him to be his own executi- 

oner. So Alſloms rebellion againſt holy David Hamazs 

malicions devices againſt the people of God to deſiroy 

them, ard J-das his treaſon againſt his blefled Maſter the 

Lord: Jeſus Chriſt; the inſurretion of Corth and his 

Complices againſt Moferand Aaron t all theſe mer with 

nothing inthe concluhon bur violene and accurſed deaths; 

they were diſappointed of their hope, and caft them- 

. ſelres into the bottomleſs pir of remedileſs milery, Saint 

Dim fit = Bernard\(aith of Judas; be thirfted forgain, ard fourd 
— - Aman an halter to choak hims 'Corah and his company went 
Bern, down alive into the pit, the eafth opening her mouth and 
| fwallowing them up. Read this Hiſtory, and tremb'e to 

Lege hiſlorizm attempt the like, leſt God make you examples ro others 
ut ſas hifloria, of his ſevere vengeance. O rake heed of preſuming to do 
any unvodly, unjuſt, or nnlawfnl ation ſhun itas you 

R:pet in autha- would do a ſavage wilde beaſt, or the ſword of an enra- 
rem ſcelus. oped enemy 3 for in the end it will bring vothing but diſ- 


Sen. Trag, gppointmenr. and deſtrudtion ; and as Meſer ſaith, their 


K ro anicceden- gp will mot certainly finde them our, * 
But I leave the dark fide of the clond, and ſhall change 


deſeruit Pani 


pede clade, the ſcene , and preſent unto yon the light fide, viz, the 
Horat,* Godly mans bleſſed ſucceſs,' Although the wicked tans 
: | work 
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work will deceive him ; yer the righteous (hall noc be 
diſappointed of his hope z Fer ro him that ſoweth,&c, 
Herein let us' conſider, 1, The quality of the perſon, 


| To himthat ſowethrighteonſneſs. 


2 His bleſſed ſucceſs, wherein theſe things are to be 0b. 
ſerved, 2, The futurity of it, Ir ſhall be, it is not yer, 
2, The certainty of it , it ſhall beſure, 3, Theexcelleor 
nature ofir , what and how great it ſhall be, inthe word 
Reward © 4 

Firlt, Lec us refle& a little, pon the quality of the per- 
ſon, and therein three things are to be noted. r. The 
Metaphor by which he isreſembled,Heis a Sower of Seed. 
2. The Seed which he ſoweth is righteouſneſs, 2, His 
perſeverance and continuance in ſowing this Seed ; he is 
{owing inthe preſent tenſe ; that is, fiilt ſowing all his life 
long, he never breaks off this work till it be quite finiſhe 
ed, and that will not be till his life be ended, Of each of- 
theſe in order, | | 
' 1, The righteous man is aSower of Seed, this Mera- 
phor of ſowing fitly tetteth forth the praCtice of a true 
Chriſtian; a righteous man is like one that ſowetli Seed 
ina field, 

x. Inreſpe& of his preparation for it: for as before the 
Seed is ſown, the groupd mult be broken'and plowed up, 
and ſo made fit to receive it : So he that ſowerh righteou(- 
reſs, muſt firſt have his heart plowed and broken by con- 
trition, godly ſorrow and humiliation for fin, The Pro- 
phet Hoſeah ſaith to. Iſrael, Sowe to yourſelves 1n righ- 
reouſneſs, reapin mercy ; break vp your fallow ground, 
c4p- 10,12, He that ploweth nor, cannot ſow,. It is onely 
the broken and contrite hearc that 1s fit to receive, or te- 


| kain grace ; our hearts muſt be prepared for grace, as 


the ground for the ſeed by plowing So it was with Se, 
Peters converts, Alts 2,37, rariyvynoar they were prick- 
ed in their hearts, and ſaid to Peter and to the reſt of the 


Apeſiles, Men and B:ecbren, what ſhall we do? ifthe 


fallow ground of onr hearts was never yet 4 
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godly ſorrow and bumiliation for ous fins, it argueth that 
© thelecd of righteouſneſs was never yer ſown there, 
2.. Aſter our hearts are plowed up, then the ſeed of 
grace muſt be caſt in by the Miniſtry of the Gofpel , the 
3 glad ridings of ſalvation: beipg declared and applied by the 
taichful Diſpenſer of Divine myſteries, The Preacber 
faith, LI» the morning ſow thy ſeed, and in the evening with» 
hold uot thy band: for tho knaweſt not whether ſhall proſper, |: 
either this or that, or whether both ſhall be alike good, Eccleſ, . | 
11.6, This is not much uvplike S. Pax/s Counſelto Timet by, 
Preach the word,be inſtant in [caſon,and cut of ſeaſon, 2 Tims 
4-3, TheMinifters of Chriſt mult be careful] to ſow the ſeed 
of the word vpon all occaſions , and leave the ſucceſs to 
#: ſementen fe God thax giveth the increaſe 3 for as our Saviour ſaith,che 
ceris, ita & Kingdome' of Heaven uu lthened unto 4 man that ſyw:d good 
Metcs, ſeeds hi; field 4 Mat. 13.14. After plowing there muſt be 
ſowing,or ———— 2 
3 After ſowing the ſeed there muſt be rain:to moiſten 
it, and ſunſhine co warmic, and make it ſpring forth; for 
humor & calor , moifture and hear are the cauſes of 
growth 2 So the ſeed of grace that is ſown in the hearr, 
muſt till be watered with the tears of true godly ſorrow, 
and with the dew of Heaven from above, T hey that ſiw 
in tears, can'oxely look to reap tojoy 3. he that goeth forth and 
waeepeth, bearing precions ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs come again-with 
rejapcing, bringing he ſpeaues.mith him, Plal.126,5,6, A 
dripping Spring.is mot likely to produce a plentiful Har- 
veſt, And then the ſunſhine of the Spirit muſt continual- 
ly warm and quickenthe ſeed of grace, till ir ſpring up and 
'come at laſt to maturity 3 for the letter killeth, but the 
Spirss, giveth life, 2 Cor.z,s, | | 
- 4. When: the ground.is well plowed , and the ſeed. is 
ſowne, wateredand warmed , there mult. be expe&ation 
 andpatiencwaiting till the time of Harveſt: So when the 
feed of grace is ſown, it muſt. have a time to grow, and 
' Nemo iepente _ by degrees; for nomancometh co the perfe&ion 
fit optimns, of gondpeſs on a ſnddain , the Sug. climbs by lictle ary 
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kctle to his Meridian alrirnde + A »dſo the path of the juſt 


& 4s. the ſhmirg light , that ſhinet h more and more unto the 
perfect day, Prov. 4.18. Theesrth brings forth fruit, fi*(t 
the blade, then the ear, aficy that the fall Corn in the car, 
Mark, 4.28, Soitis in all thivgs ; ad [ymmyum non nifs ex 
principic., we mult begin at the bottome, and ſo come to 
the top by rounds and fieps, as they that climb vpa 
Ladder, Therefore when we have ſown the ſeed of grace, 
we mult wait upon God till we reap the Harveſt of Glo« 
ry, and be content to endure all manner of Weather, ram 
and ſtorms, aſwell as ſerene Halcyon dayes of peace and 
tranquillity; if we meet with Thunder, and Hail, and an 
horrible Tempeſt, we mult noc be terrified,bnt bear it out 
with courage and conſtancy, So did Job in the midſt of 
the fierceſt forms, and fouleſt Weather that ever poor 
mortal endured ; he ſaith, all the dayes of my appointed 
time will I wait till my change come, Job 14. 14+ the origi- 
nal word that fgnifieth an appointed time, fievifierh a 
a warfare ;- now Job was content to wait npon God, 
he ſhonld be pleaſed togive him his guictm eft , and dif- 
charge him, though 'his life were a continual warfare, 
where every battel of the Warriour 1s with confuſed noiſe, 
avd Garments rolled in bleod, Iſai, g. z. Somntt hethar 
ſoweth this ſeed of cighteouſneſs, wait till the time of re- 
warding come, Behold,ſairh St. F:es, the' Husbandman 
waiteth for the precious fruit of the Earth, and hath lovg 
patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain: 
Be ye alſo patient, eftabliſh your hearts ; for the coming of the 
Lord draweth aigh, cap, 5. ver,7- 8, The righteous have 
more reaſon to wait patiently then the Husbandman 3 
for. they ſhall come to a better Harvelt then he,to amore 
rich and plentiful crop, even to the enjoyment of Ged 
himſelf, who isthe chiefeſt good, to fit with Chriſt upon 
his Throne,” and be Partakers with him of his Glory : 
Therefore they have good cauſe to wait with patience, 
for they ſhall be well payed for their wairing;every minute 
ſhall be abundantly remunerared ; befides they ſhall - 
enat 
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| % at which is good and well pleafingto God, Law, 3. 26, 
It ts good that a man ſhould both hope and quietly wait for 
the Salvation of the Lord, Salvation will make them 2- 
mends for all their pains and patience in waiting, and 
exp<Ration ſhall be turoed into fruition? Thus you ſee 
the righteous mans imployment ; he is a Sower of leed, 
and how fitly the Metaphor ſuits with his practice and: 
condition, dt 

2 The Seed which he ſoweth isrighteopſneſs,not legal 
righteouſneſs , which is an exaftconformity tothe Will 
and Law of God, fulfilling it za7* dxe:8:Hizavoy inthe 
utmoſt rigour ofit, inthought 5, word, and deed, in 
perfection both of nature and ation ; no mere man fince 
the fall ever ſowed ſuch ſeed of righteouſneſs ; it 1s pro- 
per only to Jeſus Chriſt the righreous, who is both God 
and Mar, andtherefore is called Jehovah,our Righteouſ- 
neſs, and was made a propitiation for our fins - He, and 
none but He,was able to fulfill all Righteonſneſs. 

3 Therefore the Righteouſneſs here ſpoken of , as the 
ſeed which muſt be ſown, 1s Evangelical Righteouſneſs, 
which Chriſt hach purchaſed for all choſe which believe 
and embrace the Goſpel : and this alſo is twofold. 

| * x Imputative, or the Righteouſveſs of juſtification, 
 whichis the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt himſelf , inherent in 
his Perſon as in the ſubject, but imputed co us, and made 
ours, We ſow this. Righteouſneſs, whenwe receive 
Chriſt by Faith , and areunired ro him, and ſo are made 
Partakers of his Merits ; and by reneweda&s of Faith we 
have it continually communicated to us , to our lives 
end. This is called The Righteouſneſs of Faith; Rom, 
4.13. | | 

2 There is Evangelical Righteouſneſs inherent in us, 
which is the Righteouſneſs of ſarQification, whereby we 
are regenerated and receive the Image of our Heavenly 
Father, being rerewed in our minds, and putting on the 
pew man,which after Godis created in Righteouſneſs and 
crue Holineſs, Epheſ, 4. 24, and thereby we bring forth 
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_ ourſelves. 


Some refrain this righteouſneſle in the Text only tO 
Almes-deeds,and liberalityto che poor, takivg it in Daxi= 
els (enſe iti his counſel to Nebnohaduezzar, Dan, 4.27. O 


King, break.off thy ſinsby righteouſneſs, and thine iniquities 


more generally forall manner of good works, tis a com- 


prehenfive word containing all moral vertuesin it, and fo ,;z,, 


to ſoW righteonſnes is to lead a holy and a righteouslite in 
all godlineſs and honeſty, togive God and man his due,to 
be fruitinl in good works, to do juſtly, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with God, 24:c:6.8. It is as the Pro- 
phet 7ſa:ah paraphraſeth upon it, to looſe the bands of 
wickedneſs, to undoe the heavy burdens, and to ler the 
oppreſled go free, to break every yoke, it is to deal our 
breadto the hungry, and-to bring the poor that are caſt out 
into our howſes 3 when we ſee the naked, to cover him, and 
not to hide our. ſelves to owr own fleſh, lai, 58.6, 7, To 
liveig the conſtant and conſcionable practice of theſe 
and all other duties which God requireth in his word, 


and that ſincerely; and with anhoneſt heart, this is to ſow. 


righteouſneſs ; and this righteouſneſs inherent; is always 


joined with righceouſneſs imputed ; juftns' reputatua, 


he that is accounted righteous, is always juſt fatts, 
made righteous by inherent ſandification, and the fruits 
thereof ; and he thatiis jultified by faith, is always made 
zealous of good works ; the cne 1s the Fountain, the 


other the fiream, the one is the ſoundation, the . 


other the building ; che one is the precious ointment, the 
other the ſweet ſavourof th at ointment 3 thus you ſee 
what the righteouſs mans ſeed is, iz. his righteouſhels, 
3. There followeth bis perſeverance and continnance 
in ſowing this ſeed, be is till ſowing it all bis life long 3 
for, as L obſerved before, the Participle of the Preſent 
Tere bere uſed, notes not only afxm inchoatum, an act 
begun, ſed vontinuatum & perfetum, continved and 
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brought ro perfeCtion ; he doth nor ſow;ong or two © 
<> jars 11h abs or yeary” but all his daye oh he goet 
on his courl(e, he ill ſcattereth the (ſeed of righteouſneſs 
it is his contant prattice, and he perſevereth/in ir to th 
very end ; he ſeeks giory, and honcr, and immortalir) 
by ' patient continuance in well doing ; he Istriily ai 
Tia, a pertet man,'becauſe he' doth not his work b 
halves, but is carefal ro bring it roperfeRion 3 be begin 
not inthe Spirir, ard ends in the Fleſh, bur reſpondem: » 
tima primis his end is aniwerable to his beginning ; he let 
Faith, and'Patience, and Humility, and every heaven! 
vertue, ave their perfe& work, and giveth hot over la 
boring abont rhe ſpiritual bnilding, till he hath laid th 
rop ſtone thereof with rejoycing, crying Grace, graci 
unto it, he beareth iorchpreciouatted ,and isalway$ ſow 
ing it, till at laſt'he cometh to reap the Harvelt of Erer 
nal Bleſſedneſs ; thus you ſeethe qualification of the. per: 
ſon, he is one'that foweth, bis Seed is righeeouſne(s, 'anc 

contihneth in ſowing ir co the end, | rnb 
2, Lect us take a view of his bleſſed ſucceſs, robin 
Gy be a ſure reward; herein chree things are obſer: 

vable, On. | i T 

1, The futuricy of this mans reward in the perfeRior 
and completeneſs of it, it ſhall be, it is not yet' : 'now 
he is but 2» via, inthe way travelling towards his reward, 
he ſhall ere long be' in patria, in his heavenly Conn- 
try, enjoying his reward z now. be bath it only 5 
primitiis, in the firlt fruits and foretifls of ic; inthe graces 
of the Spirit, which are buta ſew Cluſters of the Grapes 
of Canaan; hereafterhe ſhall reap the full crop : now he 
hath his bleſſedneſs in faith and hope, hereafter he ſhall 
have it in vifionand fruition, Zr doth not yet appear what 
we (all be, but we know that when heſhall appear, weſhall be 
like him, for we ſball ſee him as he :5, 1 John 3.2. This is 
a glorious priviledge to be 0:cix5ac, lixe God, and to'ſee 
God - how beautiful will cheir faces be, rhat ſhall be 
like him ? how bleſſed will their eyes be that m lee 
; im! 
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hin! ſarely their beauty abd bleſednels i3 beyond all ex- 


| preſſion orconception, but all chis isro come, Ir is ſaid; 


the righteous ſhall ſhine like the Sun in the Kingdom of their 
Father, Mat. 13.43. they ſhall ſhine hereafter, for the 
preſent chey muſt be content to be darkened and clouded 
with corruprions, afflitions, and temptations : this is 
their cloudy time, rhe time of their Eclipſe, their ſhinning 
time is to come: Now they are as it were underthe Ho- 


' rizon in obſcurity, but hereafter rhey ſhall arife. like the 


Snn after a dark night, and ſhine jn perfe& brightneſs 
and glory, Wen 

God giveth the wicked their heaven upon earth, they 
have their portiov in this lite : be filleth their bellies with 
bis hidcreaſore; bur that is all rhe good they muſtexpeR, 
they have all their happineſs (if it may beſo called, which 
1s but a Prologue ro endleſs miſery) in preſent poſſeſſion, 


*- they have none in reverſion for the future, It is ſaid of 


them, they have their reward, chat which they deſired, 
whichrhey preferred and choſe, which they loyed and li- 
ked, which they ſought after, and labored for above all 
other thintigs, above God, above Feſus Chriſt che Lord of 
Life and Glory, above the Holy Spirit, and his Graces and 
Comforts, above the Heavenly Jeruſalem, the City of 
the Living God, and all its glorious enjoyments;they have 
theirgood rhings already, and they muft look for no more 
00d to come, not one moment of comfort after their 
departure from hence, not one glimpſe of light, not fo 
much'as adrop of cold water to refreſh them, not the 
leaſt minute of reſt, but wae and miſery, and darkneſs, and 
torment forever, this ſhall be the portion of their cup, 
sndthey may thank themſelves, they choſe the pleaſures 
of nfo a ſeon they would have. their heaven upon 
earth, chey would have. murmured it it had been denied 
them, they would not be perſwaded ro make & better 
choiſe, therefore they muſt expe& nothing for the furure, 
but to feel the worm that will gnaw their hearts to eter= 
Dity. 
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Br he dealeth otherwiſe wich the righteous; he many 
times cuts them ſhorcer of earthly comtorts, 'and keeps 
them for the moſt part to amore ſcanty allowance, that 
hereafter they may enjoy a greater fulveſs ; he ſnffers rhem 
to mourn here, that chey may rejoyce bereafter; to mingle. 
their dripk with weeping, that hereafter he may wipe all. 
tears from their eyes, and remove all ſorrow and ſadneſs 


_ fromtheichearts ; their portion is ro come, their Crowa. 


MMR WIL 
M18 dane 
betas, 
Septuagint, 


Non Crat apyd 
eum im'goy 
ſed veritas, 
Ambroſe, 


of 'Righteoulſnels is laid up in fore, their inhericance is. 
reſerved inthe heavens, they have a bleiled cate ir. re- 
-verſion ; forto him that ſoweth righreonſneſs ſhall be a 
ſurereward, It isnot now, but it ſhall be. hereafter, thats 
the fucurity of it, | 

-- 26 The certainty of it, it is a ſure reward, according. 
to the Hebrew Text, it js a true or faithful reward, or a. 
xeward of truth, ſo the Seprwagin: render it, The {ha/dce- 
and Syriach traflations read it, veritas, erit Merces ejme,. 
truth ſhall be his reward, intimating co us, that as crutch. 
it ſelf ismoſt true, and cannot lye nor deceive, ſo, to. him, 
the reward ſhall be moſt certain, Iris no fancy vor delu-; 
fon, bur a cerrain truth, Lab4s could nor finde his imazes. 
among Jacobs ivff, for Jacob was arighteous man, and as: 
St, Ambroſe obſerves well, there was not with him the. 
image,but theTruth it ſelf, not a deceirtul hkeneſs, bet ſo«. 
lid ſubtance of bleſledneſ(s; ſo It. is with the righteous, 
man, his reward is not the image of bleſledneſs, bur bleſ- 
ſedneſs In truth, a folid certain tryereward, The reward: 
of the righteous: is accompanied with a fivefold cer- 
cainty. 

x, It hath: certitwdiver beneplaciti the certainty of Gods 
good will and pleaſure ; -of his mere mercy and free grace 
he hath purpoſed and decreed from eternity to reward 
therighteousz he hath wi. led it and reſolved upon it . Our 
Saviour ſaith to His Diſciples, Fear wor little Flock, fer it is 
Jour Fathers good plerſure to gine you a Kiygdom Luke i 2432, 
Now whar is Gods will and pleaſure. muſt be performed, 

for he never willeth ir vain; the pleaſure of his will _ 
x ; Mo 
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moſt certainly be fulfilled, and all his counſel ſhall Rand « 
- 2 It hath cerrirwdinem precij, the certainty of Chriſts 
purchaſe; he hath purchaſed a reward for the righteons» 
and thatata dear rate; with the expence of bis own life 
andblood 2 it is called the redemprion of the purchaſed 
poſſeſſion, Epheſ, 1-14. Now Chriſt will not loſe that 
whictrhe hath purchaſed with the price of his precious 
blood, Having by hiis own blood: entred in once into 
che holy place, and obrained eternal redemption for us, 
he will not ſuffer us to-be defeates of our inheritance : 
brr as he entred into Heaven for us, as our foreruaner, 
ſohe fits in Heaven as qur Head, keeping pofleſſion'for 
us bis Members, "till we ſhall aſcend thither afrer him. 

It hath certitudinem promiſi, thecertainty of Gods 
promiſe: God hath promiſed to reward the righteous, 
Fant 2.5, Hath not God choſen the poor of this world, rich 
infaith, and heirs of the Kingdom which he hath promiſed 
to them that love him? Chriſt ſaith, The righteoms ſhall go 
into life eternal, Marthe 25.46, Now all Gods promiſes 
are Yez and Amen in Chrilt, that is, doubly- certain: 


' what he hath promiſed, be will undoubtedly perform. 


4 It hath certirndinem juramenti, the certainty of an 
Oath, which forconfirmation is 7igas- arrpoyias, an end 
of all ftrife. Heb, 6.16. Gedhath ſworn by himſelf, becanſe 
he could ſwear by no greater, that he will reward the righ- 
reous;. verſ, 17-18, God welling more abundantly to fhew 
#»td the heirs of prowiſe the immutatility of his counſel, con- 
firmedit by an Oath, that by two immutable things, in 
which it was impoſſibie for God to lye, we might have ſtroug 
confelation, whore fled for refuge to lay hold upon the 
hope ſet before us / Fhatis, the reward-hoped for, which. 
is'moſt certain, and cannot deceive, becauſe God hath 
ſworn to beſtow ir, and he willnot, he cannot break his 
Oath, God hath ſworn, and ſhall it not come to paſs ? 
We may better ſay that the Covenant of the day and 
night ſhall be broken, Therefore the rightzous mans hope 
of- reward is av anchor of the ſyul both ſure and fee 
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which entreth im10thar within the vail, verſ, 19. The word 
is donbled, Swre and edfaſt, to ſhew the certainty of ic: » 


It is fuch a ſrire Anchor, that it will hold faſt the ſoul in 
che midft of the greateſt torms, which makes the Pſal- 
miſt conclude peremptorily ; A man ſhall ſaz, chat is, 
every man, if he be endued with- right reaſon, That, 


Verily thereis a reward for the righteous, verily he ts aGod | 


that jadgethin th: earth, Pial. 58.11, 


5 Thereward of the righteous hath certit#dinems Si- 7 
*oil;, che certainty of Gods Seal; he hath ſet bis own | 
mark upon them for his Sheep, ro whom he will give | 
eternal life; he hath ſer his own Seal upon them to di- | 
Ripguiſh them from all others, The Apoſtle faith, 1» | 
whows after that ye believed, ye were ſealed with that holy | 
Spirit of promiſe, which is the earneſtof our inheritance, | 
Ephel, 1.13,14, Now they whom God hath ſcaled with 7 
his own Privy Seal, cannot miſs of the promiſed reward, {; 
Por the foundationof God ſkandeth ſnre, having this Seal, | 
T he Lord knoweth them that are his, 2 Tim. 2.19. God | 
will know them, and own them for his, therefore rhey 


muſt needs be ſaved, 


Thus the reward ofthe righteons is moſt ſure; for God | 
hath willed ir, Chriſt hath purchaſed it; God hath pro- | 
miſed and ſworn to beſtow ir, and he hath given them Þ 
the Seal of his Spirit to aſſure them of it; therefore it 2 
cannot fail nor deceive them: as there is trurh in their 2 
righreouſneſs, ſo there is infa{lible crath and certainty in 2 
the reward of it, To him that ſoweth righteonſneſs ſhall be © 


a ſure rewards 


I 
k 


3 Laſily, lerus alittle confider the excellent nature of |! 
this reward, what, and how great it ſhall be, Ir isno 


common or trivial thing, no fruit and effe& of Gods ge- 
necal love and bounty to mankinge, hut an eſpecial choice 
token of his pecnliarlove and favor which he ſheweth to 
his Jedidiahs, his beloved darlings, his ſpecial Farorires, 
whom he hath ſer aparr for hinaſelf, to ſee his face, and 
enjoy his glory, It 1s chat-which is moſt cranſcendenrly 

efled, 


cw wet en ar 


bleſſed, neither eye hath ſeenit, nor ear heard irs nel- 
ther hath it entred into the heart of man to. conceiye ir. 
l will give you ſome few glimmerings of it, as they ſhine 
forthinthe word, | 

1 This reward is life without death: for righteouſ- 
neſs tetdeth to life, as it is inver, 19. of this chap. This 
life is not ſubject to the Rrake of death, but is immortal 
and cannot decay, Our Savious faith, This is the bread 
which cometh down from Heavem,that a man may eat there- 
of and not die, I am the living bread which came down from 
Heaven, if any man eat of this bread he fball live for ever, 
As the courſe of Riyers is. to return to the Sea, from 
whence they have their original ; ſo righteouſneſs, co- 
ming from Chriſt the Ocean of life,tendeth thither again? 
_ Chriſt ſaith to ſuch, Beca®ſe 1 ive, ye ſhill live alſo, 

ohn 14-19. 

J 2 It is light wichout darkneſs, a. Sun that ſhall never 
ſer, ard thereare no Clonds to oyerſhadow it; aperpe= 
cual ſolſtice of glory, a day that. knoweth no evening, a 
uniform .copſtant light, Hell is the Region of: darkneſs, 
but. Heaven . is. the Region of light, yea, os Pavuarty, 
a maryellous light, where we ſhall ſeeſnch wonders, as 
we .neyerſaw,or thought of before, Ic is ſaid of the Hea- 
venly Jeruſalem, The City had no needof the Sun, neither 


- of the AAoon to fhineinits For the glory of God did lighten 


it, andthe Lamb is the light thereof. And the Nations of 
them which are ſaved shall walk, inthe light of it, Revel, 
21,2324, | | 
3 Iris joy withont theleaſt mixture of ſorrow: there 
is no mourning, no ſorrow , no complaining in thoſe 
ſtreets where the righteous (hall dwell, bur joy unſpeak- 
able and full of glory, David ſaith, I»thy preſence is fuls 
neſs of jay» at thy. right hand are pleaſures for evermore, 
P/al, 16.1 2+ Saint Joh» ſaith of the koly City, the new. 
Jeruſalem, and the Inhabitants thereof, God shall wipe 


' away oll tears from their eyes, and there chall be no more 


death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
' more 
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mare pain 3 for the firmer things are paſſed away, Revd.” 

Rn dar ral 5 owe ſhall'be cprraitly 
fulfilled, 1ſa. 51.11, The redeemed of the Lord ghall re- 
turngand come with ſinging unto Sion, and cverlifting joy 
#þall be wpon their head: they chall obtain gladn:ſ1 and joy, 
and ſorrow and monruing shall flee away, 

4 Ic is peace andcranquillity withont the leaſt trouble 
or diſquiet; @ perpetnal calm, #9/:G- auiy, a quiet Har- 
bour , withour fear of winds , florms; cr Picats, The 
Prophet ſaith of the righteous, He (hall exte; in'e prace; 
they chall reſt in their beds, each one walking ir his uprig ht- 
neſs, 1ſa, 57.3, What ſweet repoie (}:3!h the righteous 
man finds in Abrahams boſome! he ſhall nave perſe&t 
peace with the God of peace, and Chriſt the Prince of 
peace,and he ſhalldwell ina peaceable havitation, where 
there are onely ſriends and no enemies... ”, | 

TR 5 Laſtly, Therewatrd of the righteous is in one word, 
Beatitka#nts% pI edneſs, Plal. 119.1. Bleſſed are the nidefiied' it the 
Comullis omni- ; e-) 

0 "-nioogi waſh that walk, in the Lawof the Lord, The word is Bl:ſ- 
greg1tione per- ſedneſſes, a plurality of bleſſings, an heap of all good 
fetus. things gathered together in perfetion, where no-evil | 
' fhall be preſent, no good ſhall be wanting ; for there” 
ſhallbe God the chiefeſt good, nay, T7 dyady, all the 
cood that can be nated, and all this ſhall dure roecerni- 
ty; For the gife of God © eternal life throug h 7 at ts Chriſt 
onr Lord, Rom, 6.23. This is a blefled reward indecd, 
I might be very large in the application of thefe rruths, 
butthen I ſhould tranſgreſs the uſnal boynds of a Fune= 
ral Sermon ; therefore I ſhall ſpeak bur a fery admoniti- 

ons; and ſocome from the Textto the occaſion. 

Uſe, - If therighteons ſhall have a ſure reward, andthar full 
of ſo much excellency, wharfools are they that will nor 
ſow the ſeed of righteonſneſs, that they way reap ſuch 
a reward as this ? who that is.wiſe, would make Glaxcys 

evotre dvr] his chavge,viz, Gold for Braſs ? Truly 1canvor enough 
Yeaxlur, admireat the folly of Worldlipgs, that chooſe ro enjoy. 
| the pleaſures of fin fora ſeaſon, and have no eye ar this 
recom- 
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['xecompence of reward ; 'prozs 5» terrams: animalia, that 
'Jook' always down to the-eatth;, and; raiſe not. their 
thoughts, norlift up their eyes to thoſe Manſions of glo- 
ry in Heaven, where the righteous ſhall be rewarded ; 
that labour ſo much for the meat that periſheth, and will 
take no pains for that which endureth to everlaſting liſe: 
that prefer droſs before gold, and gold before grace and 
glory. Doubtleſs, had they an eye of faith to ſee the ex- 
*cellency of this rewatd, they would: chooſe to ſowe the 
ſeed of righteouſneſs, although they ſowed it in tears, 
becauſe they ſhall be ſure to re3pin joy, 

Thereſorelet me beſeech and exbort you by the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, to walk not-as fools, bur as wiſe 2 to make 
the beſt choice, to chooſe erernal blefledneſs before rem- 
poral abundance,. Chooſe the righteous mans reward, 
rather then the Worldlings portion ?. Ler it not be ſaid 
of you, that ye have your portion in thislite,thar ye have 
your reward ; buc chooſe: God far. your portion and in- 
herirance, andthe enjoyment of God in the lifeco come, 
And to that end, if you defire comfort indeath, when 
all earthly comforts will fail yon, and che breafls of the 
Creatures which you delight to ſuck; will be quite dried 
vp: be careful ro ſow this blefled ſeed of righteouſneſs ' 
'both tro God and man 3 rake: the;Apoſiles countel,2 Tim, 
2,22, Follow righteonſueſs, faith, charity, peace, with them 
that call on the Lord out if a"pure bearts The word is, 
Sioxs, purine it, bunt after it, as the hunter doth attec 
his prey, not reſtirg ſarisfied till you have cbraived ir, 
This will be a comfortable. Cordial, a ſovereign Anti- 
dote againſt rhe fear of death, when all the wealth and 
preatreſs in the world will ſtand you in nofiead, For as 
the wiſe man ſaith, Riches profit not '#n the day of wrath : 
bat righteouſneſs delivereth from death, Prov.x1.4. It will 
deliver youfrom the evil of death temporal, and fromthe . 
rower of demth eternal, - That which is a terror to orbers, 
ſhall be a rejoyting to you zand when death approacheth, 
you ſhall be able to lift yols heads wh comſore, as 
- 137 | . KNOW-= 
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Kniowing chat your redemption dtawerh wich - You ſball 
be ablero ſay.wath oo0d: Herackiah, Remember now, 0 
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Lord, I brſeech thre, how 1 have walked before thee in 
truth, and with a p:rfeft heart, and have done that which 
73 good is. thy fght, Iſa. 38; 3. You ſhall be able to wor- 
ſhip God, and ſay with holy Jacob, Lord, I bave waited 
for thy ſ.lvation ; You ſhall breath out your ſouls- with 
Saint Stephens Prayers Lord Feſus receive my ſpirit 3 You 
ſhall have life, and lighc, and joy, and peace, and bleſſed- 
neſs, avd what not that 1s good to have. As God hath 
oiven you grace to make you righteons,' ſo-he will give 
you glory to make you bleſſed? As you haye ſown the 
riehreouſneſs here, ſo you {ball be {ye $9 reap the re- 
ward of righteonſneſs hereafter. For to him that ſowerh, 
&c, Amen, Ando leave the Texc, - 


And now let me crave your patience alictle longer, to- 
ſpeak a few wards of the occaſion of our preſent meet- 
Ing ; theugh 3c is por mycuſtome to; make-large Panegy= 
ricks, orcommendarory Orations. at the Fuperzls of the 
deag, beernſe I know the comfort;of a. fincere Chritian 
is, That his praiſe is not of men, but of God. 

Yer for example and enconragement tq others, I can- | 
Nor bur ſpeak ſomething of this worthy and Heroick Ci 
rizen, Six Abraham Raynardſon Knight, late Alderman, 


and ſometime Lord Mayor of this honorable City of | 


London, upon whom my Text is afir Commentary, and 
I am perſwaded may bertruly applied co his pratice: For 
as.far as I was ableto judge by the courle of his converſa- 
tion, for thoſe many years acquaintance. which I had 
With him, and the experience I had of him, I think I 
_ truly ſay of him, he was one that-ſowed righteouſ- 

neis, | | 
For as to his life and converſation, he always appear- 
ed to me, and Ithink co all others that knew him, co be 
very innocent and inoffenfive ; a- man of a very Qiridt life, 
walking as it was ſaid of Zachary and Ehagwbub, in a 
| "the 
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awd ile right. 0:19 mays ſure reconp ces 
the: Ordinances 2nd. Commandments of God, though 
not dvauegraTQ- withonr fin , for who walk ſo; 'yer 
aun without blame :*No map, as ever I heard, could 

Jjukly charge any thing upon him, . | 
1, As for his piety to God, he was a man Orthodox 
and ſound in the Faith, not tainted with any Heretical 
opinion, or drawn away. from the truth eſtabliſhed a- 
mopgt us, astoo. many have been in this time of Apo» 
ſtacy: He was a diligent and conſtant attender vpon the 
publick Ordinances upon the Lords dayes, a caretull ob- 
ſerver of holy Duties in his Family, and as I have been 
informed, his cloſet was conſcious to his ſecret devotions: 
He was a man ©* few word , and affected not, as many 
do, w mewn by .coagx}, tO make a fair ſhew inthe 
fleſh, and to ſay wirh Jehx, come ſee my zeal for the 


 Lordof hoſts « butI am perſwaded by all probabilities, 


he was conſtant in puttipg up his ſuits aud ſnpplications 
at rhe Throne of. grace in ſecret, remembring our Savi- 
ours counſel, Matth, 6: 6, Thom, when thou prayeſt, enter 
into thy Cloſet, and when thou hat ſhut thy door, pray to thy 
Father which is in ſecret, and thy Father. which [eeth in ſe- 
cret (hall reward thee openly : thisl have reaſon to think 
was his praQtice, | 
2, For his relations; be was a loving Husband, and 2 
careful Father , one that not onely made good provifi- 
on ſor their outward eſtate by his indufiry in his Calling, 
and Gods bleſſing upon ic, but was alſo carefull of the 
welfare oftheir ſouls; witneſs the good admonitions and 
counſels to his Childreo upon bis Death-bed, which I 
bope will make ſuch 8n:\mpreſſion upon. their Spirits, as 
ſhall-not- eafily be ſorggtten, ©izs, to be conſtant. in cal- 
live upon:the Name of. God, and to (ſerve him faithfully ; 
to be dntifull and; obedienr. to their Mother, and to live 
;in love.and unity one. wich anotber. The Lord grant them 
'graceto-remember and pradtice theſe tbivgs, and follow 
.tbeir deceaſed Farhess-2dviſe,, as the-Rechebites did the 
- counfebof their father Jonadab, thatche bleſſing of God 
may re(t upen them E 2 3, For 


CES LIED In Re ———_— 
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3. For his dealing with men, 'he was very carefull co 
ſowe this ſeed of righteovfnel(s,  he''was very 'exa& and' 
Juſt in/all hfs dealings,  opprefſing no man, defrandiug nv- 
man, as I hop: all that he dealt with can bear witneſs.. 
Inver heard rhe lealt blemiſh caft upon him iwvchis re, 
ſpet: and this is no mean commendation. : We findeno« 


- rains more prefſee in'Scripture then righteous dealing 


with men, and nothing'more condemned then the con- 
rrary, God faith, He hath ſhewed thee, Of man, what- is 
good, andwhat doth the Lord require of thee, but to dojuſt- 
ly, and to love mercy, and to walk hambly with thy God, 


Mich, 6.8, The wile man'telleth ns, That a falſe ballance 


is abomination to the Lord: bat a juft weight is his delight, 
Prov, 11.T, This is the voice of God throvghour rhe 
Scriptures, he had rather no ſacrifices ſhou!d' be offered' 
upon his ajtar, then that they ſhould be the fruirs of 
wrong and violence: he profefleth plainly, 7 the Lord 
love judgement, I hate robbery for burnt» offering, lſa,61,8, 
Indeed it'is no. true piety that is ſepatated'fromjuſtice 
and honeſty, nor real honefly if it be divided from true 
piety : he thatſeemeth to be zealons in the duties of Re- 
Jigion, and yet makes no conſcience of his dealings with 
men, is but a glorious hypocrite: and he that dealeth 
juſtly with men, and hath no due care of the duties of pi- 
etyto God, is bot arrhoneſt Infidel; both joyned'toge- 
ther make a'fincere Chriſtian ; and ſuch a one am per- 
ſwaded wasthis worthy Knight, 3576 
4. For. his mercy and liberality to the poor, he did 
not blow a Trumper before his alms-deeds, neither ſhall 
, onely thus much I can ſay, his hands were opened ro 
thz neceſlities of the poor, and thoſe of the place where 
helived are ſenſible that they have'loſt a good BenefaRor. 
The fiream of his bounty did runchiefly in one Channel, 
viz, in taking poor chiidreh, ard placing them-in ſuch 
Callings, whetein they might ger their own bread,” and 
provide things honeſt in rhe ſight of men,” This was a ve- 
ry good work; ah odour of a ſweet'ſmell, yer this was 
| gor 


 #n@ the rrontechs mans ſurt recompearce.. 


not all, rhe beams of his charity did' ſhine upon athes' 


obje&ts while helived, and as the: Sun afcer his ſetting 
caſts ſome light aboveche Horizon ; ſo now -kis Snn is 
ſer, ſome beames of his charity willappear to the comfort 
of the poor in the leveral Hoſpitals of this City, and 
fome other places, 

5. But then the greateſt and mot eminent Tryall and 
Teſtimony of his Righteouſnels and Integrity was in that 


fatal year 1648, when theBlood of His Sacred Majeſty: 


was-hed by cruel and wicked hands; then icpleaſed God 
co call him to be Lord Mayor of Londox ; in which office 
coming to him in ſuch a Rormy time, 'ne was ftedfaſt and 
vnmoveable from his Integrity, he ſhewed himſelf a good 
Chciſtian, a wiſe Magiſtrate, aloy\l SubjeR, and a loving 
Citizen, | 

Ibdeed MHMagi/ftratus indicat virum, Magiſtracy is a 
rouchſtone which will diſcover a man whether he be gold: 
or droſs: he that carrieth himſelf as he ought in. Offices 
of eminency, giveth a_great teſtimony 'of his wiſdom 
and virtue: There aretwo things that commend a Ma- 
viſtrate, Honeſty and Conrage, both theſe were eminence 
10 him, There were three very memoriable paſſages to be 
—_— io this worthy Knight, in managing his publick 
aITalſss : 

x. Inreference to the good of the City, whereof he 
was chief Magiſtrate when a Treaty was concluded vp» 
on, between His late Majeſty of Bleſſed Memory, and 
the Parliament then ſitting, and in order thereunto, an 
Ingagement was ſubſcribed by moſt of rhe Common 
Council, and principal Members of the City, {or the 


carrying on of that Treaty. Afterwards the Treaty pro- 


ving ineffetual, and the Parliament being diſſolved by 
the nnjult violence of the Army and their Abetters, a 
ftrict inquiry was made after the names of thoſe that 
ſubſcribed cheperſonal Treaty: But the Book wherein 
the,names of rhe Subſcribers on both parts, for and a- 


oainſt the Treaty were written, containing about two 
| Reams 
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Reams of Paper; being privately brought to this wer- 
thy Knigtit then Logd Mayor, '/hetendenng the good and 
welfare of all-bis Brethren and fellow ctizens,not know- 
ing what might be theill conſequence of it, if ſuch a Re- 
cord ſhould be found extanttookir and burnt it to aſhes - 
privately inhis Chamber, that nothing might remain to 
the prejudice of any; how many perhaps. here preſent 
were deeply ingaged to .bim for the ſafety of their eſtates, 
if not of their lives, by that one action ? certainly it was 
a work full of wiſdom, charity, and brotherly kindneſs ; a 
moſt excellent concatenation of Chriſtian Graces, - 

2- When ſometumulnous and buſie Commoners had 
contrived a traiterous and wicked Petition to bring His 
Sacred Majetty and otherstoa Tryal,and were vehement- 
ly urgent to have itread and voted in the Common-couns« 
_ cill, that ſo it might be preſented to the then new maul- 
ded Parliament, as the defire of the whole City : This 
Heroick and Noble Knight Rontly oppoſed the promoting 
chereof, and would ſuffer it nejther to be read nor voted, 
notwithſtanding the rage and violence of the adverſe 
party, who neither reverencing the Authority of bis ve- | 
nerable office, nor regarding the gravity of his perſon, 
loaded him with reproach and contempt withio, telling 
him they would have it voted whether he would or no 
before theif rifing ; ard ſome of them irred op a tumul- 
tuous Rabble againſt him without + NotwithRanding 
all this unworthy dealing with him, he continued like 
ah ubmoveable Rock, perſiſting in his reſo]ution, and en- 
dored thoſe infolencies from eight of the clock inthe 
morning antil after eight at night, accompanied only with 
rwo of his bretheren, and would not yield a jot to their 
unreaſonable delires, notwithſtanding all their clamorous 
importanicies, And at lait when no reaſon would preyaile 
with chem, not able longer to endurautheir uncivil beha- 
viour towards him; andchiefly that he might ro the ut. 
moſt of his-power keep the City and Citizens from being 
Rained wich theguilr of that Sacred Innocent Blood, he 

| relo]utely 
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zeſolutely rook np.che Sword, and departed the Court to 
bis rf ng thele proceedings he cauſed ww be 
'dook of Records belonging :co the City 
for an-evident teſtimony to aſter times, of his own and 
the Cities Integrity and Innocency a3to Fas ungodly and 
execrable Fact of raking away the Kings Life, which he 
heartily abhorred : for all which noble apd gallant reſoju- 
tions and performances, he had fince publitk rhanks gi- 
ven him by a declaration from the City, | 
Thyvs this. worthy Knight might well be called the 
$word and Buckler of Londony as Camillus and F abins 
were among the Romans, for he defended them from that 
which is worſe then any outward evil, viz, from;blood: 
gnilcineſs, and that inthe higheſt degree, - even from the 
enilcof parracide, and ſhedding the-blood of him- thac 
was Pater Patrie,the Father of their Couptry. This was 
a great mercy tothe Lity on Gods part, and an eminenc 
favour onhis part that did it, and the, whole City have 
canſe ro bechankfulltro God and him. far it, ''When the 
reſt of the.children-of - /-ae/ underftood that cheir bre- 
thren the childremof Reuben, the children of Gad, and 
che Children of Maneſ?h had nor turned from following 
theLord, by building an Altar for Burnt-Offerings be- 
ſides the Akar of the Lord their God, which was before 
his Tabernacle, bur only had builc a patrero of the Lords 
Altar, tobe a witneſs berweenthem and their brech 
thac they and their poſterity belonged co the Congregati- 


- onof Lac), and had apart in the Lord and his Service, 


28-well as the other Tribes ; when they underſtood the 
Truth of this) it is ſaid, the thing pleaſed them, and they. 
bleſſed God, and ſaid, T his day we perceive that the:Lord 
i among us, becauſe ye have not committed this treſpaſs a 
gainſt the Lord : now ye bave delivered the children of Iſrael 


out of the haud of the Loyd, Joſkua 23. 31, Theyrejoyced 


that God had keprrheir bretheren irom pollucing them- 
ſelves with that crying fin of Idolatry, and curving from 


cheLord and his altar;and:cook it as a token of Goon 
94 | ence 
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ſence among them, and as a merciful deliverance of. tbe. 


'whale Nation, from the averging: ha! God 'and bis 
fierce” wrath, which'the ouilt of in 


4in wovla' have 
brought pon them * Truly we'in this City have great 
cauſeto be well pleaſed, and to bleſs God as well as they, 
for keepipg ns from beivg guilty of His Majelties Blood; 
we have reaſon to interpret this happy. providence as 
they did, to be a pledge and token that God would: not 
forſake us, but continue his gracions pretence among us, 
as bleſſed be his name he is pleaſed to do, as we ice at 
this day, ard Ihope throvgh mercy-{hall Rill ſee, as alfo 
£©o be a merciful deliverance ofthis City from the fearfyl 
wrath and ſevere vergeance of the molt righteous Ged, 
which the guilt of that Sacred Blood, beſides its other 
cryivg abominations would have brought vpon it ; we 
have reaſon to magnifie God for that gracious delive. 
rance, and forraiſfing upthis worthy Knight to be ſo hap- 
pily inftrnmental therein : had 1t been ſome fainr hearted 
Ephyaimite, or covetous Demas, he would have turned 
back in theday of batrail; and for want of Chriſtian con- 
rage, would have betraied this City into the hands of her 
enemies, and conſequently have expoſed her ro the wrath 
of God ; but this noble H:roe ſtood ftontly in defiance 
ofall oppoſition, was couragious and faithful ro his truſty 
and would not betray ir for fear of men, or love of this 
preſent world, FONTS FECS t 

'3. Whenthe then uſurping Parliament had made an 
A&to aboliſh the Kingly Office and Houſe of Lords,and 
ſent it to th1s worthy Perſon then Lord Mayor to be pro- 
claimed attheuſnal places of rheCity , he judging ir al- 
cogerher inconſiſtent with,nay policively, contrary to the 
ſeveral oaths which he had taken, & confidering of what 
dangerous conſequence itmight be tothe City and Citi- 
Zens, hedelayed'to do it for eight days,and afterward bee 
Ing ſammoned to come in perſon before the Parliament; 
toviveareaſon of his refuſal; he appearing, told them 
pleinly, that his conſcience-beivg forecharged with: dis |} 
CO] vers 
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and life were All in-cheir ir mer( 
which was vo better thengroelty, yet be gig nor (hrink 
back for fear, but gave them a flat denial to their very fa- 
ces 3 whereupop-he wes voged out of his Office, fined 


Two thouland pound, and committed Priſoper to the 


| Towerof Londos, where he remained for a time, and was 


afterwards releaſed ; bur port paying his fine, the Com- 
mittee for adyance of monies, ordered his goods, houſ- 
holds finff; and wearing apparelto be (equetired and fold 
by a cqndle,. which was: done accordingly, -apd fo, his 
whole five wagextorted from him in Money, Bonds, and 
Goods, by the power of rhat Committee, 

- Thas the nnſpotted Integrity and Chriſtian fortitude 


of chiathen Honorable Lord Mayor did ſbineforth moſt 


mmryy oor por aero Mae ra þs 
the Stare ma clear cold frolty night,to:the honox.of Go 


'an6 che Example of others 3 he ſnfferedfor His Majeſty 
| he fuffered for the Nobility, he ſuffered for the City anc 


his fallpw Citizens, and in all theſe, which is his greateſt 
happineſs, and the greaceſt ſhame to _hisenemies, he ſuf- 
ſered perſeamion for Righteouine(s, and to ketp a gO0d 
conſcience, and ſuch-ons Saviour pronounceth bleſled, 
andfaith, ' That great istheir Rewardis Heavens Mat. $5. 
12, In expectation of .chisreward he wavld rather haz- 
ard his ERate, Liberty Life, and all chat was dear and 


preciqus:tohim, then defile his conſcience a6: break his 


forthe Authority. 7 1 "ta 3 3&3 

-@ if menihad 'been ſo conſciovable (jnthoſe. days 10 

_— che lawful Oathes which tbey had 4aken,quriand 

notbeon ſo ſtained with the blaodiof her pwp Ghil- 
dren; weirker had -we> ſeen and” felt theft Miſcrues 


. Calamitiesnnter whichichis!Giry av&Netop grand 
tor ſo mapy years together, ie Lord of his4pfayte men 
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OurChriſftianWetthy wonkthave n&tbareis it, no- 
_ thing to burthen higconſcience nor diſturd-his peace ; be 
_ wavfirm and infiesible inhis Reſolution, and-as St, Jerome 
ſaith of JoſephZhewas not chimped from his Uprigheneſs 
and Integrity, vec ſquatore elurcerts,' nec Tunorti/Egypiie 
poteſtat;5, neither'by the tmſavourineſs of a! Priſon; yor 
by the Pride and. Swelling of that Egyprian power then 
in being - he-was a man lo carefu'l to low Righteoniveſs, 
that he was well content withrhe fruics of -Gods Blefling 
upon his endeavorsin his lawful calling;and never ſovghr 
to add oniepenny'to hiseſtarey or inrich bimſelt by the 


! 
1 


ſpoils and rninesof others, like Harpies and\Crows that - 


love to feed upon dead carkeifes, and to eat the fruirsof 0+ 
ther mens labours, And which was none of the meaneſt of 
Gods merciesro him, the Lord was pleaſed to-keep him 
from hxvingany'hand in beginning or promoting ounlate 
vunatiraleronbles-and:commotrions he wasa mag of very: 
peaceable arid'quiert Spirir; which 10 the fight of God is 
of great price, he was none of the Sons of Afars, none 
of thoſe people that delight in War, but he heartily-wiſh= 
ed and prayed forthe welfare of our. Siov, and che-peace 
of our ] ervſalens+: This was one ſpecial favour of Gadra 
Him, to keep hinr from having fellowſhip with the'un. 
fruieſul 'works of darkneſs, according to that Song of 
Hannah, He will keep the feet of his Saints, andthe wick= 
ed (hail be filent in darkneſs, for parnges af no manpre* 
waile, x Samy, 2.5, Bur his fidelity and. love of: peace; 
were very*<6dRly ro him(thongh. indeed-ſach a purchaſe 
as the reward of Righteouſneſs, cannot be boughr at too 
dear a rate) for his being Lord Mayor that year, was pre- 
judicions'to his: Eftate at leaſt co the value of 'Twemy 
thouanpdponnd, befides his Five, as be hathafirmed un- 


det bis own liend, and I darebelieve ie, coming from 


themouth or periof a perſon of. ſnch Wotthand Incegri> 
tyas he was, oe 1: 96 hk 2:31 
*. 
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City, #nd few men wit hin try" gona vhere- aun 

ar4inft it, and beſficgedit, and built great bulworks 

it : ow there was found in ta poor wiſenman, and be 

wiſdom delivered the City, yet no man remembred t, 
an, This is very ſuitable to our preſent puzpe 


rence inthis place from chat, and ip this perſon-from that, 
for this City is great, and there are many men.in it, and 
this perſon was rich and not poor, but the work» and re- 
compence of both, cun Parrallel, for this wiſe and righce- 
ouſneſs man delivered the City by bis wiſdom and righte- 
} , yet no man remembred this ſame wiſe and righte- 
man, It is pity ſuch honorable worthy Chriftian aRi- 
ons as cheſs ſhould not be proportionably regarded and 
rewarded upon earth, But this is the comfort of the 
rgeonl man, andit is unſpeakable, that his reward is 
with God in Heaven, .yea God himſelf is his exceeding 
vet reward, _ 

This worthy Knight ſowed Righteouſneſs, and I hope 
that throvgh the infinite mercies of God, and tinvaluable 
merits of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,upon whom alone he re- 
ied tor Juſtification and Salvation, that he hath recieved 
this farereward, which ſhall never be taken from him : 


the Lord give us grace ſo to follow the ſteps ot his Integrie_ 


ty and Scedfaſtneſs in believing and well-doing, that we 
may have a ſure reward with the Generation of the 
Righteous in Gods Heavenly Kingdom, ren, 
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